[Bilateral spontaneous perirenal hematoma: an unusual complication of polyarteritis nodosa].
Spontaneous perirenal hematoma is a serious and unusual complication of polyarteritis nodosa. Its treatment is not standardized. A review of the literature shows that therapeutic arterial embolization is an alternative to nephrectomy. We report a new case of spontaneous bilateral perirenal hematoma due to a rupture of a renal aneurysm in a 68-year-old patient presenting with polyarteritis nodosa. The patient had no hypertension. Renal arteriography helped guide the diagnosis, and selective embolization was performed to treat the left hematoma. The right hematoma only required symptomatic treatment. Arteriography with selective embolization appears to be a good alternative to nephrectomy in spontaneous perirenal hematoma complicating polyarteritis nodosa. However, in this case, the right hematoma required neither arteriography nor nephrectomy. This raises the questions of the necessity of selective embolization when the clinical status remains satisfying with a symptomatic treatment.